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(57) ABSTRACT

A combined baler/bale wrapper (1) comprises a chassis (5) on
which a baler (10) and a bale wrapper (11) are mounted. The
baler (10) comprises a stationary segment (18), a lower seg-
ment (19) and an upper segment (20) which together define a
bale forming chamber (15) within which a round bale (2) is
formed. The lower segment (19) and the upper segment (20)
are pivotal from a bale forming position (FIG. 5) to a dis-
charge position (FIG. 1) for transferring a bale of the bale
forming chamber (15) onto bale supporting rollers (50) of the
bale wrapper (11). The bale supporting rollers (50) rotate the
bale (2) about a first wrapping axis (53) while a carrier ring
(55) simultaneously revolves a pair of wrapping material
dispensers (54) about a second wrapping axis (56) for dis-
pensing wrapping material onto the bale (2).

21 Claims, 18 Drawing Sheets
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1
COMBINED BALER/BALE WRAPPER

This application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 10/472,399 filed Sep. 20, 2006, which is a national
stage of PCT Application No. PCT/TE02/00037 filed Mar. 22,
2002, which claims benefit to Irish Patent Application No.
S20010286 filed Mar. 22, 2001, and Irish Patent Application
No. S20010678 filed Jul. 19, 2001. The above-noted applica-
tions are incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a combined baler/bale
wrapper for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of mate-
rial in a wrapping material.

Baling of hay, straw, silage and other fibrous animal fodder
crops is well known. Such crops may be formed into paral-
lelepiped shaped bales or cylindrical bales. Parallelepiped
bales may be relatively small bales which are typically
referred to as rectangular bales, or relatively large bales which
commonly are referred to as large square bales. Cylindrical
bales are commonly referred to as round bales and typically
are of diameter of 1.25 meters approximately and of axial
length of approximately 1.25 meters. When grass has been
baled to form silage, the bale must be wrapped, in orderto seal
the baled silage from air to allow the normal silage chemical
fermentation process take place. Typically the wrapping
material is a plastics film material having an adhesive coating
on one side, and typically, is opaque to prevent light reaching
the silage, and more commonly is of colour black, white or
green.

In general, in the production of round bales, a baler is
provided for forming the round bale, and the formed round
bale is then deposited on the ground, typically, in the field
from which the grass has been harvested. A bale wrapper then
picks up the formed bale and wraps the bale in the film
material. This, thus, requires two pieces of apparatus, the first
being the baler, and the second being the bale wrapper. By
virtue of the fact that two pieces of apparatus are required, two
vehicles for towing and powering the respective apparatus are
also required, and thus, in general, two tractors are required,
one for towing and powering the baler, and the other for
towing and powering the bale wrapper.

Attempts have been made to provide integral baler/bale
wrappers and combination baler/bale wrappers. In the
case *of integral baler/bale wrappers the baler is provided
with a bale forming chamber within which the bale is formed.
The bale forming chamber typically is formed by a lower
segment and an upwardly moveable upper segment. When the
bale has been formed in the bale forming chamber the upper
segment is raised for exposing approximately half the bale,
and a bale wrapping mechanism co-operates with the lower
segment of the bale forming chamber for facilitating wrap-
ping of the bale. Such baler/bale wrappers are disclosed in
PCT Specification Nos. WO 97/18699, WO 00/36903 both of
Kverneland, WO 96/08957 of Oiestad, WO 00/15023 of Ber-
trand, and German Patent Specification No. 38 05 224 of
Schenke.

In the case of combination baler/bale wrappers, a baler and
abale wrapper are typically provided on a common platform,
or on respective interconnected platforms, and the formed
bale is transferred from the baler to the bale wrapper for
wrapping. Such baler/bale wrappers are disclosed in Euro-
pean Patent Specification No. 0,983,720 of Grundero, and
PCT Specification No. WO 99/04613 of Comtor.

In general, both integral baler/bale wrappers and combina-
tion baler/bale wrappers known heretofore suffer from a num-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

ber of disadvantages. In general, integral baler/bale wrappers
are slow and inefficient. The bale is formed and wrapped in
the same chamber. Thus, the formation of the bale and its
wrapping must be carried out simultaneously in the bale
forming chamber. Accordingly, while a bale is being wrapped
another bale cannot be formed until the wrapped bale has
been discharged from the bale forming chamber, and the bale
forming chamber has been re-formed. Additionally, due to the
fact that the bale forming chamber must be split in order to
allow wrapping of the bale to take place therein, an upper
segment of the bale forming chamber is raised a relatively
significant height from a lower segment in which the bale is
rotated during wrapping, and thus, the overall height of such
balers tends to be unacceptably high, and as such, such inte-
gral baler/bale wrappers tend to be relatively cumbersome.

In the case of combination baler/bale wrappers an addi-
tional transfer mechanism is generally required for transfer-
ring a formed bale from the baler to the bale wrapper. Such
transfer mechanisms tend to be cumbersome and inefficient.
In general, because of the arrangement of the baler and the
bale transfer mechanism, and also because of the arrangement
of'the transfer mechanism and the bale wrapper, during trans-
fer of the bale no other operation can take place. In other
words, the baler cannot commence forming the next bale, and
furthermore, the bale wrapping means must be disabled.
Because of this, considerable time is lost during transfer of
the bale from the baler to the bale wrapper. In general, the bale
is discharged downwardly from the baler, and during down-
ward discharge of the bale from the baler a rear tailgate of the
baler is pivoted rearwardly upwardly for facilitating dis-
charge of the bale from the baler. By virtue of the fact that the
bale is discharged at a low level from the baler, the bale
transfer mechanism must then raise the bale from the low
level upwardly onto the bale wrapper. This requires that the
tailgate remain in the open position until the bale has been
transferred. Only after transfer of the bale can the tailgate be
urged downwardly into the closed position. Thus, the baler
must remain inoperative from the point of view of forming a
bale for the entire period that the bale is being discharged
from the baler, and also for the entire period during which the
bale transfer mechanism is transferring the bale upwardly
onto the bale wrapper. Furthermore, in general, the tailgate of
the baler must remain in the open position until the transfer
mechanism has returned to a lower position ready to receive
the next bale. Otherwise, in many cases it is not possible to
return the transfer mechanism to the lower position with the
tailgate of the baler in the closed position. This, thus, signifi-
cantly slows down the operation of such combined baler/bale
wrappers.

A further disadvantage of combination baler/bale wrappers
is that by virtue of the fact that a separate transfer mechanism
is required for transferring the bale from the baler to the bale
wrapper space is required between the baler and the bale
wrapper for accommodating such transfer mechanism, and
this, thus, tends to increase the overall length of combination
baler/bale wrappers.

A further disadvantage of combination baler/bale wrappers
is that in general, it is difficult to match the wrapping speed of
the bale wrapper to the forming speed of the baler, and in
general, the speed at which the bales are formed is signifi-
cantly higher than the speed at which the bales are wrapped.
This, thus leads to inefficiencies in that either the baler must
be operated at a speed lower than its capability, or alterna-
tively, must be allowed to idle between the forming of each
bale to allow time for wrapping of the formed bale.

A still further disadvantage of combined baler/bale wrap-
pers known heretofore is that the transfer means for transfer-
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ring a formed bale from the baler to the bale wrapper is in
many cases incapable of transferring the formed bale to the
bale wrapper during downhill operation of the baler/bale
wrapper. Thus, in practice, such baler/bale wrappers known
heretofore in many cases are unsuitable for use in hilly areas.
Anothertype of baler/bale wrapper is disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 5,822,967 of Vermeer. The baler/bale wrapper disclosed
in this U.S. specification comprises a baler in which a bale is
formed, and a separate bale wrapping area in which the
formed bale is wrapped. However, the bale is transferred from
the baler to the bale wrapping area by a portion of the baler
which pivots rearwardly downwardly and carries the bale
from the baler in a generally downwardly direction into the
bale wrapping area. However, the portion of the baler which
transfers the bale into the bale wrapping area is required for
rotating the bale in the bale wrapping area during wrapping of
the bale. Accordingly, this baler/bale wrapper tends to be
relatively inefficient, in that a bale cannot be formed by the
baler/bale wrapper while another bale is being wrapped. The
baler/bale wrapper sequentially forms a bale and then wraps
the bale before formation of the next bale can be commenced.
Thus, this baler/bale wrapper tends to be inefficient.
Another type of combined baler/bale wrapper comprises a
baler and a bale wrapper located on a common platform. The
bale is formed in the baler and discharged from the baler in a
generally downwardly direction. A tailgate of the baler is
opened in a generally rearwardly upwardly direction for
facilitating discharge of the bale from the baler. The bale is
discharged from the baler onto a wrapping table of the bale
wrapper, and when the bale has been received onto the wrap-
ping table of the bale wrapper the table is urged in a generally
upwardly rearwardly direction into a bale forming area where
the bale is rotated on the wrapping table for wrapping of the
bale in the bale wrapping area. This baler/bale wrapper would
tend to be relatively complex, and by virtue of the fact that the
wrapping table of the bale wrapper must be moved back-
wardly and forwardly between the baler and the bale wrapper
would be subject to failure, and require relatively high main-
tenance. Furthermore, the baler/bale wrapper would tend to
be relatively inefficient.
A further type of baler/bale wrapper comprises a baler and
a bale wrapper located on a common platform. The bale is
formed in the baler, and when formed the baler is urged in a
generally rearwardly upwardly direction for discharging the
bale downwardly from the baler onto the bale wrapper. When
the bale has been discharged onto the bale wrapper, the baler
is then urged forwardly downwardly into a bale forming
position. By virtue of the fact that the baler must be moved
rearwardly and forwardly on the platform, this baler/bale
wrapper would be relatively complex and would tend to
require significant maintenance. Additionally, this type of
baler/bale wrapper would tend to be relatively inefficient.
There is therefore a need for a baler/bale wrapper which
overcomes these problems.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed towards providing such a
baler/bale wrapper.

According to the invention there is provided a combined
baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrapping a cylindrical
bale of material with wrapping material, the baler/bale wrap-
per comprising a baler for forming a bale, the baler having a
bale forming chamber within which the bale is formed, a bale
wrapping means for receiving the bale from the baler for
wrapping thereof, and a transfer means for transferring the
bale from the baler to the bale wrapping means, wherein the
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4

transfer means transfers the bale in a generally upwardly
outwardly direction from the bale forming chamber to the
bale wrapping means.

Preferably, the transfer means transfers the bale upwardly
outwardly of the bale forming chamber onto the bale wrap-
ping means.

Advantageously, the transfer means transfers the bale from
the bale forming chamber along a locus of transfer extending
in a general direction between a vertical direction and a hori-
zontal direction. Preferably, the locus of transfer along which
the transfer means transfers the bale from the bale forming
chamber extends in a generally radial direction. Ideally, the
locus of transfer along which the transfer means transfers the
bale from the bale forming chamber is a generally arcuate
locus.

In one embodiment of the invention the baler is a fixed
chamber baler.

In another embodiment of the invention the transfer means
comprises a portion of the baler, the said portion of the baler
forming the transfer means being moveable relative to the
baler for urging the bale from the bale forming chamber.
Preferably, the moveable portion of the baler which forms the
transfer means is moveable from a bale forming position
co-operating with the baler for defining the bale forming
chamber to a discharge position for transferring the bale onto
the bale wrapping means. Advantageously, the moveable por-
tion of the baler which forms the transfer means is an integral
part of the baler. Ideally, the moveable portion of the baler
which forms the transfer means is a moveable lower portion
of the baler.

In one embodiment of the invention the moveable lower
portion of the baler which forms the transfer means is pivot-
ally mounted about a first pivot axis and is pivotal between the
bale forming position and the discharge position about the
first pivot axis for tipping the bale from the bale forming
chamber onto the bale wrapping means.

In another embodiment of the invention the bale forming
chamber is substantially cylindrical defining an inner circum-
ferential periphery and a main central geometrical axis.

In another embodiment of the invention the main central
axis defined by the bale forming chamber extends substan-
tially horizontally.

In a further embodiment of the invention the moveable
lower portion of the baler which forms the transfer means
extends around the circumferential periphery of the bale
forming chamber an angular distance in the range of 50° to
160°. Preferably, the moveable lower portion of the baler
which forms the transfer means extends around the circum-
ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber an angular
distance in the range of 60° and 115°. Advantageously, the
moveable lower portion of the baler which forms the transfer
means extends around the circumferential periphery of the
bale forming chamber an angular distance in the range of 70°
to 90°.

In one embodiment of the invention the moveable lower
portion of the baler is moveable into the bale forming cham-
ber from the bale forming position to the discharge position.
Advantageously, the moveable lower portion of the baler is
moveable through the bale forming chamber from the bale
forming position to the discharge position. Preferably, the
moveable lower portion of the baler is moveable through the
main central axis of the bale forming chamber from the bale
forming position to the discharge position.

In one embodiment of the invention an inlet is provided to
the bale forming chamber through which material to be baled
is fed into the bale forming chamber, the inlet being located at
a level such that the bale is discharged from the bale forming
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chamber at a level above the level of the inlet. Preferably, the
inlet to the bale forming chamber defines a lower edge, and
the inlet is located relative to the first pivot axis such that the
lower edge of the inlet is at a level below a horizontal plane
containing the first pivot axis. Advantageously, the inlet to the
bale forming chamber is located at a level which is com-
pletely below the horizontal plane containing the first pivot
axis.

In one embodiment of the invention an upper portion of the
baler is moveable from a bale forming position co-operating
with the baler for forming the bale forming chamber to a
discharge position defining with the baler an open mouth to
the bale forming chamber for facilitating transfer of the bale
from the bale forming chamber onto the bale wrapping
means. Advantageously, the moveable upper portion of the
baler which is moveable from the bale forming position to the
discharge position extends around the circumferential periph-
ery of the bale forming chamber through an angular distance
of'up to 180°. Preferably, the moveable upper portion of the
baler is moveable in a generally upwardly direction from the
bale forming position to the discharge position.

In one embodiment of the invention the moveable upper
portion of the baler is pivotally mounted about a second pivot
axis and is pivotal about the second pivot axis between the
bale forming position and the discharge position.

Advantageously, the first and second pivot axes are parallel
to each other.

Preferably, the first pivot axis is parallel to the main central
axis defined by the bale forming chamber.

In one embodiment of the invention the moveable upper
and lower portions of the baler are sequentially operable
between the bale forming position and the discharge position.
Preferably, movement of the moveable upper portion from the
bale forming position to the discharge position commences
prior to movement of the moveable lower portion from the
bale forming position to the discharge position. Advanta-
geously, movement of the moveable lower portion of the baler
from the discharge position to the bale forming position com-
mences prior to movement of the moveable upper portion of
the baler from the discharge position to the bale forming
position.

Preferably, the respective first and second pivot axes are
located adjacent the circumferential periphery of the bale
forming chamber, and advantageously, the respective first and
second pivot axes are spaced apart from each other at least
180° around the main central geometrical axis of the bale
forming chamber.

In one embodiment of the invention the first pivot axis is
located within an arc extending not more than 30° above, and
not more than 60° below a horizontal plane containing the
main central axis of the bale forming chamber. Preferably, the
first pivot axis is located within an arc extending downwardly
from the horizontal plane containing the main central axis of
the bale forming chamber not more than 60°. Advanta-
geously, the first pivot axis is located within an arc extending
downwardly from the horizontal plane containing the main
central axis at an angular distance from the said horizontal
plane in the range of 30° to 40°.

In another embodiment of the invention the second pivot
axis is located within an arc extending not more than 60°
above, and not more than 30° below the horizontal plane
containing the main central axis of the bale forming chamber.
Preferably, the second pivot axis is located within an arc
extending not more than 30° above, and not more than 15°
below the horizontal plane containing the main central axis of
the bale forming chamber. Advantageously, the second pivot
axis is located within an arc extending above the horizontal
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plane containing the main central axis of the bale forming
chamber an angular distance from the said horizontal plane in
the range of 10° to 15°.

In one embodiment of the invention the first pivot axis is
located closer to the bale wrapping means than the second
pivot axis. Preferably, the first pivot axis is located relatively
closely to the bale wrapping means.

In one embodiment of the invention the moveable lower
portion of the baler which forms the transfer means comprises
a lower arcuate segment which defines a part of the circum-
ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber.

In another embodiment of the invention the upper portion
of the baler comprises an upper arcuate segment which
defines another part of the circumferential periphery of the
bale forming chamber.

In a further embodiment of the invention the baler com-
prises a stationary arcuate segment for defining a part of the
bale forming chamber, the stationary arcuate segment extend-
ing along the circumferential periphery between the respec-
tive upper and lower portions of the bale forming chamber.
Preferably, the stationary arcuate segment extends circumfer-
entially from the second pivot axis.

In one embodiment of the invention the respective move-
able upper and lower portions of the baler terminate relatively
closely to each other adjacent the first pivot axis. Preferably,
the respective moveable upper and lower portions of the baler
substantially abut each other adjacent the first pivot axis.

In one embodiment of the invention a first urging means is
provided for urging the moveable lower portion of the baler
between the bale forming position and the discharge position.
Preferably, the first urging means acts between the moveable
lower portion of the baler and the baler. Advantageously, the
first urging means comprises a first ram.

In another embodiment of the invention a second urging
means is provided for urging the moveable upper portion of
the baler between the bale forming position and the discharge
position. Preferably, the second urging means acts between
the moveable upper portion and the moveable lower portion
of the baler. Advantageously, the second urging means com-
prises a second ram.

In another embodiment of the invention the baler com-
prises a bale forming means for forming the material into a
bale.

In a further embodiment of the invention the bale forming
means comprises a plurality of bale forming rollers rotatably
carried in the baler and arranged around the main central axis
to define the circumferential periphery of the bale forming
chamber.

In a still further embodiment of the invention the bale
forming rollers define respective secondary geometrical axes
which extend parallel to the main central axis defined by the
bale forming chamber.

In one embodiment of the invention a drive transmission
means is provided for rotating the bale forming rollers for
forming the bale in the bale forming chamber.

In one embodiment of the invention each of the upper and
lower moveable portions of the baler carry corresponding
ones of the bale forming rollers. Preferably, the stationary
arcuate segment carries corresponding ones of the bale form-
ing rollers.

In one embodiment of the invention the transfer means is
moveable into the bale forming chamber for urging the bale
from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping means.
Preferably, the transfer means traverses through the bale
forming chamber for urging the bale from the bale forming
chamber to the bale wrapping means. Advantageously, the
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transfer means traverses through the main central axis defined
by the bale forming chamber for urging the bale from the bale
forming chamber.

In a further embodiment of the invention the baler/bale
wrapper comprises a chassis. Preferably, the baler is mounted
on the chassis. Advantageously, the bale wrapping means is
mounted on the chassis.

In one embodiment of the invention the chassis defines a
main central longitudinal axis extending along the chassis in
the general direction of forward motion of the chassis. Pref-
erably, the main central axis defined by the bale forming
chamber extends transversely of the main central longitudinal
axis. Advantageously, the main central longitudinal axis
extends substantially horizontally.

In one embodiment of the invention the bale wrapping
means is a two axes bale wrapping means comprising a wrap-
ping material dispensing means for dispensing wrapping
material onto the bale for wrapping thereof, whereby the bale
is rotated about a first wrapping axis, and one of the bale and
the dispensing means is rotated about a second wrapping axis
at an angle to the first wrapping axis for dispensing wrapping
material onto the bale for wrapping thereof.

In another embodiment of the invention the bale wrapping
means comprises a bale support means for receiving the
formed bale from the baler, and for rotating the bale about the
first wrapping axis, which coincides substantially with the
central geometrical axis of the bale, and one of the bale
support means and the dispensing means is rotatable about
the second wrapping axis simultaneously while the bale is
being rotated about the first wrapping axis for causing the
wrapping material to be drawn from the dispensing means
and wrapped onto the bale.

In a further embodiment of the invention the bale support
means is located for receiving the bale from the baler with the
central axis of the bale parallel to the main central axis defined
by the bale forming chamber. Preferably, the bale support
means rotates the bale about the first wrapping axis parallel to
the main central axis defined by the bale forming chamber.
Advantageously, the first wrapping axis extends substantially
horizontally. Ideally, the first wrapping axis extends trans-
versely of the main central longitudinal axis defined by the
chassis.

In another embodiment of the invention the bale support
means comprises a first bale supporting roller and a second
bale supporting roller parallel to and spaced apart from the
first bale supporting roller for receiving and supporting the
bale thereon and for rotating the bale about the first wrapping
axis. Preferably, the respective first and second bale support-
ing rollers are rotatable about their respective geometric axes
for rotating the bale about the first wrapping axis. Advanta-
geously, the geometric axes of the respective bale supporting
rollers extend parallel to the main central axis defined by the
bale forming chamber. Ideally, the first bale supporting roller
is located closer to the first pivot axis of the moveable lower
portion of the baler than the second bale supporting roller.
Preferably, the first bale supporting roller is located adjacent
the baler.

In one embodiment of the invention the first bale support-
ing roller is located adjacent the first pivot axis of the lower
moveable segment of the baler.

In another embodiment of the invention an intermediate
transfer roller is located between the first bale supporting
roller and the baler for supporting the bale during transfer
from the baler to the bale wrapping means. Preferably, the
intermediate transfer roller is located adjacent the first bale
supporting roller. Advantageously, the intermediate transfer
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roller is located adjacent the first pivot axis. Ideally, the inter-
mediate transfer roller extends parallel to the first pivot axis.

In one embodiment of the invention the first bale support-
ing roller is moveable in a generally downwardly direction
from a bale wrapping position co-operating with the second
bale supporting roller for supporting and rotating the bale
during wrapping, to a bale receiving position for accommo-
dating transfer of the bale from the baler onto the bale support
means. Preferably, the first bale supporting roller is moveable
from the bale receiving position to the bale wrapping position
when the bale has been transferred from the baler onto the
bale support means. Advantageously, the first bale supporting
roller is co-operable with the moveable lower portion of the
baler so that as the moveable lower portion of the baler is
being moved from the bale forming position to the discharge
position the first bale supporting roller is moved from the bale
wrapping position to the bale receiving position. Ideally, the
first bale supporting roller is co-operable with the moveable
lower portion of the baler so that as the moveable lower
portion of the baler is being moved from the discharge posi-
tion to the bale forming position, the first bale supporting
roller is moved from the bale receiving position to the bale
wrapping position.

In one embodiment of the invention the first bale support-
ing roller is operably connected to the moveable lower por-
tion of the baler by a connecting means for moving the first
bale supporting roller between the bale wrapping position and
the bale receiving position as the moveable lower portion of
the baler is being moved between the bale forming position
and the discharge position, respectively.

Preferably, the first bale supporting roller in the bale receiv-
ing position is at a level below the level of the first pivot axis
of the moveable lower portion of the baler for facilitating
transfer of a bale from the baler onto the bale wrapping
means.

In one embodiment of the invention the geometric axes of
the first and second bale supporting rollers define a common
plane when the first and second bale supporting rollers are in
the bale wrapping position.

In another embodiment of the invention the common plane
defined by the respective geometric axes of the first and
second bale supporting rollers when the first and second bale
supporting rollers are in the bale wrapping position is a sub-
stantially horizontal plane.

In a further embodiment of the invention the common
plane defined by the geometric axes of the first and second
bale supporting rollers when the first and second bale sup-
porting rollers are in the bale wrapping position is at a level
justabove or just below a horizontal plane containing the first
pivot axis of the moveable lower portion of the baler.

In another embodiment of the invention the dispensing
means comprises at least one wrapping material dispenser
from which wrapping material is dispensed onto the bale on
the bale support means, and a carrier means for carrying each
wrapping material dispenser, the carrier means defining a
locus of travel extending around the second wrapping axis,
and each wrapping material dispenser is moveable along the
locus of travel around the second wrapping axis for dispens-
ing the wrapping material onto the bale for wrapping thereof.
Preferably, the locus of travel defined by the carrier means lies
in a vertical plane, which extends in a generally upwardly
downwardly direction. Advantageously, the locus of travel
defined by the carrier means lies in a vertical plane. Ideally,
the locus of travel defined by the carrier means lies in a plane
which extends transversely of the main central longitudinal
axis.
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In one embodiment of the invention the locus of travel
defined by the carrier means defines the second wrapping axis
about which each wrapping material dispenser is revolvable
for dispensing wrapping material onto the bale.

In another embodiment of the invention the second wrap-
ping axis extends substantially horizontally. Preferably, the
second wrapping axis extends substantially parallel to the
main central longitudinal axis defined by the chassis.

In one embodiment of the invention a pair of wrapping
material dispensers are carried on the carrier means at spaced
apart locations around the locus of travel defined by the
carrier means. Preferably, the wrapping material dispensers
are located at 180° centres around the locus of travel defined
by the carrier means.

In another embodiment of the invention the carrier means
is rotatable about the second wrapping axis for revolving each
wrapping material dispenser about the second wrapping axis
along the locus of travel. Preferably, the carrier means defines
the second wrapping axis.

In one embodiment of the invention the second wrapping
axis extends perpendicularly to the first wrapping axis.

In one embodiment of the invention the carrier means
comprises a carrier ring. Preferably, the carrier ring is rotat-
able about the second wrapping axis. Advantageously, the
carrier ring is supported on at least two carrier rollers, at least
one of which is a drive roller for rotating the carrier ring.
Advantageously, a pair of spaced apart locating rollers are
provided for locating the carrier ring. Preferably, the respec-
tive locating rollers are located above the carrier rollers.

Advantageously, the carrier ring extends in a substantially
vertical plane.

Preferably, a first drive means is provided for rotating at
least one of the first and second bale supporting rollers.
Advantageously, a second drive means is provided for urging
the or each wrapping material dispenser along the locus of
travel about the second wrapping axis. Preferably, the first
and second drive means are synchronised so that the rota-
tional speeds of the bale supporting rollers and each wrapping
material dispenser are synchronised for wrapping the bale.

In one embodiment of the invention the second bale sup-
porting roller is moveable downwardly from the bale wrap-
ping position for facilitating dispensing of a wrapped bale
from the bale support means. Preferably, the second bale
supporting roller is carried on a second roller carrier means
which is pivotal from a first position with the second bale
supporting roller in the bale wrapping position to a second
position for urging the second bale supporting roller from the
bale supporting position for dispensing the wrapped bale
from the bale support means.

In one embodiment of the invention the baler and the bale
wrapper are located relative to each other so that the horizon-
tal distance between a vertical plane containing the main
central axis of the bale forming chamber and a vertical plane
containing the first wrapping axis lies in the range of a dis-
tance corresponding to the diameter of the bale plus 300 mm
and a distance corresponding to the diameter of the bale plus
800 mm.

Additionally, the invention provides a combined baler/bale
wrapper for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of mate-
rial with wrapping material, the baler/bale wrapper compris-
ing a baler for forming a bale, the baler having a bale forming
chamber within which the bale is formed, a bale wrapping
means located in a bale wrapping area for receiving the bale
from the baler for wrapping thereof, and a transfer means for
transferring the bale from the baler to the bale wrapping
means, wherein the transfer means transfers the bale directly
from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping area for
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wrapping thereof. Preferably, the transfer means transfers the
bale in a generally upwardly outwardly direction from the
bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping area. Advanta-
geously, the transfer means transfers the bale upwardly out-
wardly of the bale forming chamber onto the bale wrapping
area.

Further the invention provides a combined baler/bale
wrapper for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of mate-
rial in a wrapping material, the baler/bale wrapper comprising
a baler for forming a bale, the baler having a bale forming
chamber within which the bale is formed, a bale wrapping
means for receiving the bale from the bale forming chamber
for wrapping thereof, and a transfer means for transferring the
bale from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping
means, wherein the transfer means is operable to traverse into
the bale forming chamber for urging the bale from the bale
forming chamber.

The invention also provides a combined baler/bale wrapper
for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of material with
wrapping material, the baler/bale wrapper comprising a baler
for forming a bale, and a bale wrapping means for receiving
the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein the bale
wrapping means comprises a bale support means for receiv-
ing the bale from the baler and for rotating the bale about a
first wrapping axis coinciding with the central geometrical
axis of the bale, and a wrapping material dispensing means
for dispensing the wrapping material onto the bale for wrap-
ping thereof, one of the bale supporting means and the dis-
pensing means being rotatable about a second wrapping axis
atan angle to the first wrapping axis simultaneously while the
bale is being rotated about the first wrapping axis for causing
the wrapping material to be drawn from the dispensing means
and wrapped onto the bale.

Additionally, the invention provides a combined baler/bale
wrapper for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of mate-
rial with wrapping material, the baler/bale wrapper compris-
ing a baler for forming a bale, the baler having a bale forming
chamber within which the bale is formed, a bale wrapping
means for receiving the bale from the baler for wrapping
thereof, and a transfer means for transferring the bale from the
baler to the bale wrapping means, wherein the transfer means
transfers the bale directly from the bale forming chamber to
the bale wrapping means for wrapping thereof.

The advantages of the baler/bale wrapper according to the
invention are many. A particularly important advantage of the
invention is that it provides an efficient baler/bale wrapper. In
particular, the baler/bale wrapper according to the invention
is a relatively compact baler/bale wrapper, and in particular,
the overall length of the baler/bale wrapper from front to back
is minimised. By virtue of the fact that the transfer means for
transferring the bale from the bale forming chamber to the
bale wrapping means urges the bale upwardly and outwardly
from the bale forming chamber permits direct transfer of the
bale from the bale forming chamber onto the bale wrapping
means. This, thus, minimises the time required to transfer the
bale from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping
means, and in particular, minimises the downtime of the baler
and the bale wrapping means. In other words, the time during
which the baler is non-operational from the point of view of
forming bales, and the time during which the bale wrapping
means is non-operational from the point of view of wrapping
bales is minimised. Additionally, the fact that the bale is
transferred upwardly and outwardly from the bale forming
chamber and is directly transferred from the bale forming
chamber onto the bale wrapping means permits the bale
wrapping means to be located relatively closely to the baler,
and thus minimises the overall length of the combined baler/
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bale wrapper according to the invention. Additionally, by
virtue of the fact that the transfer means transfers the bale
upwardly outwardly from the bale forming chamber, the bale
is discharged from the bale forming chamber at a relatively
high level, and at a significantly higher level than is otherwise
possible from balers of combined baler/bale wrappers known
heretofore. This, thus, permits the bale wrapping means to be
located on the chassis at a relatively higher level than would
otherwise be possible. This, thus, further facilitates direct
transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber to the bale
wrapping means, and thereby further facilitates in locating
the bale wrapping means relatively closely to the baler. Fur-
thermore, by virtue of the fact that the transfer means trans-
fers the bale upwardly outwardly from the bale forming
chamber the bale is discharged from the bale forming cham-
ber at a level which is higher than the inlet through which
material to be baled is fed into the baler. This permits the baler
and the bale wrapping means to be mounted on the chassis
relative to each other so that the bale wrapping means and the
baler are located relatively closely to each other, and further-
more, are located at levels relative to each other which are
ideally suited for direct transfer of the bale from the bale
forming chamber onto the bale wrapping means. Addition-
ally, this permits the baler to be located on the chassis with the
inlet to the bale forming chamber located at a level suitable for
picking up material to be baled from the ground, while at the
same time also facilitating location of the bale wrapping
means on the chassis for receiving the bale directly from the
bale forming chamber onto the bale wrapping means.

By urging the bale from the bale forming chamber in a
generally upward direction which is between a generally
vertical direction and a generally horizontal direction, a par-
ticularly efficient construction of a baler/bale wrapper is pro-
vided. By urging the bale from the bale forming chamber onto
the bale wrapping means in this direction the bale can be
transferred efficiently and smoothly onto the bale wrapping
means. By urging the bale radially outwardly of the bale
forming chamber, smooth efficient transfer of the bale is
further accommodated. By urging the bale through anarcina
general upward direction between a general vertical direction
and a general horizontal direction from the bale forming
chamber onto the bale wrapping means provides for a par-
ticularly efficient construction of baler, and thus, particularly
efficient construction of combined baler/bale wrapper.

The fact that the transfer means for transferring the bale
from the baler to the bale wrapping means is arranged to move
inwardly into the bale forming chamber and traverse through
the bale forming chamber provides a further advantage of the
invention, in that the bale can be urged in a general upward
direction between a generally vertical direction and a gener-
ally horizontal direction from the bale forming chamber
directly onto the bale wrapping means. This further facilitates
in locating the bale wrapping means close to the baler, and
thereby minimising the overall length of the combined baler/
bale wrapper. A particularly important advantage of the
invention is achieved when the transfer means for transferring
the bale from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping
means is provided by a moveable portion of the baler, and in
particular, by a moveable lower portion of the baler. By piv-
oting the moveable lower portion of the baler so that the
moveable lower portion of the baler is pivotal about the first
pivot axis between the bale forming position and the dis-
charge position provides a particularly efficient construction
of baler/bale wrapper, which further enhances the efficiency
and compactness of the baler/bale wrapper.

By providing an upper portion of the baler moveable
between the bale forming position and the discharge position
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so that when the upper portion is in the discharge position an
open mouth is defined to the bale forming chamber through
which the bale is transferred from the bale forming chamber
to the bale wrapping means, a particularly efficient construc-
tion of combined baler/bale wrapper is provided. By having
the upper portion of the baler moveable upwardly from the
bale forming position to the discharge position the upper
portion of the baler when in the discharge position does not
interfere in any way with a bale on the bale wrapping means,
which would otherwise arises in known combined baler/bale
wrappers where a portion of the baler is pivoted rearwardly
for facilitating discharge of the bale from the bale forming
chamber, if the bale wrapping means were not located at a
distance from the baler. By virtue of the fact that the upper
portion of the baler is moveable upwardly between the bale
forming position and the discharge position, the bale wrap-
ping means can be located significantly more closely to the
baler than in baler/bale wrappers known heretofore, and this,
thus, facilitates in direct transfer of the bale from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means. Additionally,
providing the moveable upper portion of the baler moveable
in a generally upwardly direction facilitates in discharging the
bale from the bale forming chamber in the generally upwardly
outwardly direction, and in particular, facilitates in the dis-
charge of the bale in a general upward direction between a
generally vertical direction and a generally horizontal direc-
tion, and in particular, through an arc in such direction.

By pivotally mounting the moveable upper portion of the
baler so that it is pivotal about the second pivot axis provides
aparticularly efficient construction which minimises the time
required in operating the moveable upper portion and the
moveable lower portion between the bale forming position
and the discharge position for discharging a bale from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means. Additionally,
the time required for returning the moveable upper and lower
portions of the baler from the discharge position to the bale
forming position is likewise minimised, thereby providing for
a relatively fast, efficient transfer of the bale from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means and thus maxi-
mising the time during which the baler is operating to form
bales.

Locating of the bale wrapping means close to the baler is
further facilitated when the moveable upper portion is pivot-
ally mounted about the second pivot axis, and is pivoted
upwardly from the bale forming position to the discharge
position, and the second pivot axis is located adjacent the
circumferential periphery of the bale forming chamber and
within an arc extending upwardly from a horizontal plane
containing the main central axis of the bale forming chamber
of'not more than 60° and preferably not more than 30°; and in
particular, when the second pivot axis is located at an angular
distance from the said horizontal plane containing the main
central axis of the bale forming chamber in the range of 10° to
15°.

The advantages achieved by transferring the bale in the
general upward direction which is between a generally verti-
cal direction and a generally horizontal direction from the
bale forming chamber onto the bale wrapping means may be
achieved by other suitable transfer means which would oper-
ate for transferring the bale in such direction from the bale
forming chamber. In general, it is envisaged that such a trans-
fer means would be moveable into the bale forming chamber
for transferring the bale, and in general, would traverse
through at least a portion of the bale forming chamber for
transferring the bale from the bale forming chamber to the
bale wrapping means, and in particular, for transferring the
bale in the general upward direction between a generally
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vertical direction and a generally horizontal direction from
the bale forming chamber. While the provision of the transfer
means as an integral portion of the baler is a preferred form of
transfer means, nonetheless, it is envisaged that the transfer
means may be provided by a transfer means which would not
necessarily form part of the bale forming chamber. Such a
transfer means may be provided externally or within the bale
forming chamber, and would be moveable typically into the
bale forming chamber to traverse at least a portion of the bale
forming chamber for transferring the bale from the bale form-
ing chamber to the bale wrapping means.

Providing the transfer means as an integral part of the baler
provides an important advantage over prior art baler/bale
wrappers, and in particular, prior art baler/bale wrappers in
which a lower portion of the bale forming chamber is pivoted
downwardly for permitting discharge of the bale in a gener-
ally downwardly outwardly direction of the bale forming
chamber. In such baler/bale wrappers the bale having been
discharged from the baler is at a relatively low level, and thus
a separate transfer means is required for transferring the bale
from the lower level upwardly onto the bale wrapper. This,
thus, requires a considerable amount of additional space to be
left between the baler and the bale wrapper, thus adding to the
overall length of the baler/bale wrapper. By providing the
transfer means as an integral part of the baler, or as a separate
part which urges the bale in the general upward direction
between a generally vertical direction and a generally hori-
zontal direction from the bale forming chamber, the bale is
transferred directly from the bale forming chamber onto the
bale wrapping means, and thus the speed of operation of the
baler/bale wrapper is significantly greater than baler/bale
wrappers known heretofore.

A further advantage of the invention is achieved by the
arrangement of the bale wrapping means, and in particular,
the arrangement of the bale wrapping means whereby the
wrapping material dispenser is carried on a carrier means
which defines a locus of travel along which each wrapping
material dispenser travels about a horizontal second wrap-
ping axis which extends parallel to the main longitudinal axis
defined by the chassis. This facilitates in minimising the
spacing required between the baler and the bale wrapping
means. [fthe wrapping material dispensing means comprised
one or more wrapping material dispensers which were revolv-
able about a vertical second wrapping axis, a significant space
would be required between the baler and the bale wrapping
means for accommodating passage of each wrapping material
dispenser between the baler and the bale wrapping means.

By urging the bale in a general upward direction between a
generally vertical direction and a generally horizontal direc-
tion from the bale forming chamber the baler and the bale
wrapping means can be located at relative heights to each
other for facilitating picking up material to be baled from the
ground into the baler, and also for facilitating wrapping of the
formed bale, and in particular, for facilitating an arrangement
whereby the wrapping material dispensers can be revolved
around the bale through a vertical plane. This further facili-
tates locating of the bale wrapping means adjacent the baler.
By virtue of the fact that the wrapping material dispensers are
revolved through a vertical plane about the bale when the bale
is being rotated on the bale supporting rollers, there is no need
for either the bale supporting rollers to be revolved about a
vertical axis, nor is there a need for wrapping material dis-
pensers to be revolved about a vertical axis, both of which
arrangements of either the bale supporting rollers or the wrap-
ping material dispensers would require the bale wrapping
means to be spaced apart from the baler a distance signifi-
cantly greater than can be achieved in the baler/bale wrapper

25

30

40

45

14

of the present invention. To achieve this, the moveable lower
portion traverses into the bale forming chamber, and this is
accommodated by virtue of the fact that the moveable upper
portion pivots upwardly from the bale forming position to the
discharge position in order to form the open mouth for accom-
modating discharge of the bale from the bale forming cham-
ber.

Furthermore, by virtue of the fact that the bale is trans-
ferred directly from the bale forming chamber of the baler to
the bale wrapping area onto the bale wrapping means by the
transfer means the disadvantages of the prior art baler/bale
wrappers, in general, are overcome. The baler/bale wrapper
according to the invention is efficient, permits wrapping and
forming of respective bales to be carried out simultaneously,
the speed of transfer of the bale from the bale forming cham-
ber to the bale wrapper is maximised, thus minimising delay
time between the formation of respective bales and the wrap-
ping of respective bales, and additionally, a particularly com-
pact baler/bale wrapper is provided in which the overall
length of the baler/bale wrapper is minimised. The baler/bale
wrapper according to the invention also is relatively simple,
less complex than prior art bale wrappers with minimum
moving parts.

A further advantage of the baler/bale wrapper according to
the invention is that the bale is positively displaced from the
bale forming chamber, rather than being discharged under
gravity as is the case in many balers known heretofore. This is
a particularly important advantage in combined baler/bale
wrappers, since if the bale were to stick or jam in the bale
forming chamber as can occur in balers known heretofore,
particularly where the bale is discharged from the bale form-
ing chamber under gravity, serious damage could occur to the
baler/bale wrapper.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be more clearly understood from the
following description of some preferred embodiments
thereof which are given by way of example only with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a combined baler/bale
wrapper according to the invention,

FIG. 2 is a side perspective view of the baler/bale wrapper
of FIG. 1,

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the baler/bale wrapper of
FIG. 1 in use,

FIG. 4 is another perspective view of the baler/bale wrap-
per of FIG. 1 also in use from the other side to that illustrated
in FIGS. 1 to 3,

FIG. 5 is another side perspective view of the baler/bale
wrapper of in use,

FIG. 6 is a partly cut away cross-sectional perspective view
of the baler/bale wrapper of FIG. 1,

FIG. 7 is a partly diagrammatic side elevational view of the
baler/bale wrapper of FIG. 1,

FIGS. 8a to 84 are diagrammatic side elevational views of
the baler/bale wrapper of FIG. 1, in use,

FIG. 9 is a schematic side elevational view of a combined
baler/bale wrapper according to another embodiment of the
invention,

FIG.101is a view similar to FIG. 9 ofthe baler/bale wrapper
of FIG. 9 illustrating portions of the baler/bale wrapper in a
different position,

FIG. 11 is a view similar to FIG. 9 ofthe baler/bale wrapper
of FIG. 9 illustrating a portion of the baler/bale wrapper in a
different position,
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FIG. 12 is aview similar to FIG. 9 of the baler/bale wrapper
of FIG. 9 illustrating another portion of the baler/bale wrap-
per in a different position,

FIG. 13 is arear end view of the baler/bale wrapper of FIG.
95

FIG. 14 is a plan view of a detail of the baler/bale wrapper
of FIG. 9,

FIG. 15 is a plan view of another detail of the baler/bale
wrapper of FIG. 9,

FIG. 16 is a partly diagrammatic side elevational view of
the baler/bale wrapper of FIG. 9,

FIGS. 17a to 17d are diagrammatic side elevational views
of the baler/bale wrapper of FIG. 9, in use, and

FIGS. 18a and 186 are diagrammatic side elevational
views of a detail of a combined baler/bale wrapper according
to a further embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to the drawings and initially to FIGS. 1 to 8
thereof there is illustrated a combined baler/bale wrapper
according to the invention indicated generally by the refer-
ence numeral 1 for forming and wrapping a cylindrical bale of
fodder material, typically, silage, the bale being of the type
typically referred to as around bale. In this embodiment of the
invention the bale formed is of diameter approximately 1.25
meters and axial length of approximately 1.25 meters. A bale
2 is illustrated diagrammatically in FIGS. 3 to 6 being
wrapped as will be described below. The baler/bale wrapper 1
is particularly suitable for towing behind a towing vehicle,
such as, for example, a tractor, and is powered by the tractor,
although the baler/bale wrapper could be self propelled and
self powered. The baler/bale wrapper 1 comprises a chassis 5
which is carried on a pair of rotatably mounted ground engag-
ing wheels 6. A framework 7 extending forwardly from the
chassis 5 terminates in a hitch (not shown) for hitching the
baler/bale wrapper 1 to a tractor (not shown). The chassis 5
defines a main central longitudinal axis 8 which extends
centrally, horizontally and longitudinally in the general direc-
tion of forward motion of the chassis 5.

A baler indicated generally by the reference numeral 10 for
sequentially forming round bales 2 of silage therein is
mounted on the chassis 5 to the forward end thereof. A bale
wrapping means, namely, a bale wrapper indicated generally
by the reference numeral 11 for wrapping each bale formed
by the baler 10 is located in a bale wrapping area 12 on the
chassis 5 rearwardly of and adjacent the baler 10, and in line
therewith so that bales 2 formed in the baler 10 can be readily
transferred directly from the baler 10 to the bale wrapper 11 as
will be described below.

The baler 10 is a fixed chamber baler, and defines a cylin-
drical bale forming chamber 15 within which the bales 2 are
sequentially formed. The bale forming chamber 15 defines a
main central geometrical axis 16, and the baler 10 is located
on the chassis 5 with the main central axis 16 extending
horizontally and transversely of the main central longitudinal
axis 8 when viewed in plan. The baler 10 is formed in three
portions, namely, a stationary arcuate segment 18, a moveable
lower portion provided by a lower arcuate segment 19 and a
moveable upper portion provided by an upper arcuate seg-
ment 20, the three of which co-operate together in a bale
forming position to define the bale forming chamber 15, see
FIGS. 3 to 6. The respective arcuate segments 18, 19 and 20
each carry bale forming means, namely, a plurality of bale
forming rollers 25 for rotating the material about the main
central axis 16 for forming the bale in the bale forming cham-
ber 15. The bale forming rollers 25 define the inner circum-
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ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber, and define
respective secondary axes 26 which extend parallel to the
main central axis 16. The bale forming rollers 25 are rotatable
about their corresponding secondary axes 26 for rotating the
material in the bale forming chamber 15 for forming the bale.
A drive transmission (not shown) is provided for transmitting
drive from a power take-off shaft of the tractor to the bale
forming rollers 25 for rotating the bale forming rollers 25.

A pair of spaced apart side walls 28 extend upwardly from
the chassis 5 for forming the stationary segment 18. Three of
the bale forming rollers 25 extend between and are rotatably
carried on the side walls 28 in bearings (not shown). The
lower segment 19 comprises a pair of spaced apart lower side
walls 30 which rotatably carry six of the bale forming rollers
25 in bearings (not shown). The lower segment 19 forms a
transfer means, and is pivotally carried on a first pivot shaft 32
which in turn is carried on respective side members 33 of the
chassis 5 for transferring the bale 2 directly from the bale
forming chamber 15 to the bale wrapping area 12 onto the
bale wrapper 11. The first pivot shaft 32 defines a first pivot
axis 35, and the lower segment 19 is pivotal about the first
pivot axis 35 through a generally upwardly extending arc in
the direction of the arrow A from the bale forming position to
a discharge position for urging a formed bale 2 generally
upwardly, rearwardly from the bale forming chamber 15
directly to the bale forming area 12 onto the bale wrapper 11.
In other words, the bale is urged through a locus of discharge
in an arc, in a general upward direction which is between a
general vertical direction and a general horizontal direction
from the bale forming chamber 15 onto the bale wrapper 11.
The first pivot axis 35 extends parallel to the main central axis
16. The lower side walls 30 are pivotally carried on the first
pivot shaft 32, and the first pivot shaft 32 rotatably carries one
of the bale forming rollers 25 of the lower segment 19,
namely, the bale forming roller 254.

The upper segment 20 comprises a pair of upper side walls
38 between which eight of the bale forming rollers 25 are
rotatably carried in bearings (not shown). The upper segment
20 is pivotally carried on a second pivot shaft 39 which
extends between and is carried on the side walls 28 of the
stationary segment 18, and which defines a second pivot axis
40 extending parallel to the main central axis 16. The upper
segment 20 is pivotal in a generally upwardly forwardly
direction from the bale forming position in the direction of the
arrow B to a discharge position illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 2
whereby the upper arcuate segment 20 defines an open mouth
with the lower segment 19 for facilitating transfer of a formed
bale from the bale forming chamber 15 to the bale wrapper 11.

Accordingly, when the lower segment 19 and the upper
segment 20 are in the bale forming position defining with the
stationary segment 18 the bale forming chamber 15, the
respective stationary, lower and upper segments 18, 19 and 20
define the bale forming chamber 15 which is of fixed constant
size.

The bale forming rollers 25 of the upper segment 20 extend
through an angle o of approximately 180° around the circum-
ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber 15, while the
bale forming rollers 25 of the stationary segment 18 extend
through an angle 6 of approximately 25° around the circum-
ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber 15, see FIG.
7.The bale forming rollers 25 of the lower arcuate segment 19
extend through an angle ¢ of approximately 30° around the
circumferential periphery of the bale forming chamber 15,
see FIG. 7. When the lower segment 19 is in the bale forming
position one of the bale forming rollers 2556 of the lower
segment 19 defines with one of the bale forming rollers 25¢ of
the stationary segment 18 an inlet opening 42 to the bale



US 9,237,691 B2

17

forming chamber 15 through which the fodder material to be
baled is fed into the bale forming chamber 15 as will be
described below, see in particular FIGS. 6 and 7. The side
walls 28 of the stationary segment 18, the lower side walls 30
of the lower segment 19 and the upper side walls 38 of the
upper segment 20 form opposite end walls of the bale forming
chamber 15 when the lower and upper segments 19 and 20 are
in the bale forming position, for retaining the bale in the bale
forming chamber 15 during formation thereof.

The first and second pivot shafts 32 and 39 are located
adjacent the circumferential periphery of the bale forming
chamber, with their respective pivot axes 35 and 40 spaced
apart from each other approximately 180° around the main
central axis 16. The respective first and second pivot axes 35
and 40 of the first and second pivot shafts 32 and 39, respec-
tively, lie in a common plane 44 with the main central axis 16
which is disposed at an angle y of approximately 15° to a
horizontal plane 46 containing the main central axis 16, see
FIG. 7. Accordingly, the first pivot axis 35 is disposed below
the horizontal plane 46 about the main central axis 16 an
angular distance of approximately 15°, and the second pivot
axis 40 is disposed above the horizontal plane 46 about the
main central axis 16 an angular distance of approximately
15°, see FIG. 7. In other words, the first and second pivot
shafts 32 and 39 are located at substantially diametrically
opposite sides of the bale forming chamber 15. Accordingly,
by virtue of the fact that the second pivot axis 40 is disposed
an angular distance of only 15° above the horizontal plane 46
containing the main central axis 16, the upper segment 18
when pivoting between the bale forming position and the
discharge position pivots in a generally upwardly forwardly
direction, thus causing minimum interference with the bale
wrapper 11 when pivoting between the bale forming and
discharge positions. Additionally, by virtue of the fact that the
first pivot axis 35 is disposed an angular distance of approxi-
mately 15° below the horizontal plane 46 containing the main
central axis 16, the lower segment 19 is pivoted in a generally
upwardly direction from the bale forming position to the
discharge position for thus urging the bale through a generally
upwardly rearwardly directed arc from the bale forming
chamber 15.

A first urging means provided by a pair of first hydraulic
rams 41 on opposite sides of the chassis 5, see FIG. 8, act
between the chassis 5 and the lower segment 19 for pivoting
the lower segment 19 in the directions of the arrows A and C
between the bale forming position and the discharge position.
A second urging means provided by a pair of second hydrau-
lic rams 43 on respective opposite sides of the baler 10, acting
between the lower segment 19 and the upper segment 20,
pivot the upper segment 20 about the second pivot shaft 39 in
the direction of the arrows B and D between the bale forming
and discharge positions, see FIG. 8. The first and second rams
41 and 43 are powered through hydraulic circuitry and
hydraulic control circuitry (not shown) by the hydraulics
power supply of the tractor or by an on-board hydraulic power
supply. Such hydraulic circuitry will be well known to those
skilled in the art.

A pick-up rake mechanism 45 (see FIG. 6) is provided
forwardly of the inlet opening 42 beneath the chassis 5 for
picking up fodder from the ground, and delivering the fodder
through the inlet opening 42 into the bale forming chamber
15, such pick-up mechanisms will be well known to those
skilled in the art. The bale forming rollers 2556 and 25¢ which
define the inlet opening 42 define respective lower and upper
edges 47 and 48, respectively, of the inlet opening 42. Both
the lower and upper edges 47 and 48 of the inlet opening 42
are located at respective levels which are below the level of a
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horizontal plane 49 which contains the first pivot axis 35, see
FIG. 7. Accordingly, in this embodiment of the invention the
entire inlet opening 42 is at a level below the first pivot axis,
and thus is below the level at which the bale is discharged
from the bale forming chamber 15 which is at a level above
the first pivot shaft 32. This, thus, facilitates the baler 10 being
located on the chassis 5 at a level suitable for picking up
fodder from the ground, while at the same time discharging
the bale 2 from the bale forming chamber 15 at a level which
permits direct transfer by the lower segment 19 from the bale
forming chamber 15 onto the bale wrapper 11 at a level which
is suitable for wrapping the bale 2, without the need for
further elevating mechanisms for elevating the bale onto the
bale wrapper 11.

A gap 58, see FIGS. 6 and 7, is provided between one of the
bale forming rollers 254 of the stationary segment 18, and one
of the bale forming rollers 25¢ in the upper segment 20 for
accommodating netting (not shown) from a roll (also not
shown) mounted on the upper segment 20 for wrapping
around the circumference of a formed bale in the bale forming
chamber 15 prior to the formed bale being transferred from
the baler 10 for retaining the material of the formed bale
together prior to it being wrapped with film material by the
bale wrapper 11. The provision and use of such netting mate-
rial in the formation of a round bale will be well known to
those skilled in the art. Instead of netting, twine or plastics
material film may be fed through the gap 58 between the bale
forming rollers 254 and 25e for tying or wrapping around the
circumference of the formed bale in the bale forming cham-
ber 15, for retaining the material of the bale together until it
has been wrapped by the bale wrapper 11.

The bale wrapper 11 is a two axes bale wrapper, and com-
prises a bale support means in this embodiment of the inven-
tion provided by a pair of spaced apart first and second bale
supporting rollers 50a and 505, respectively, which support
and rotate the bale 2 during wrapping. The first and second
bale supporting rollers 50 are rotatably carried on a support
framework 51, which is pivotally carried on the chassis 5, as
will be described below. The bale supporting rollers 50 define
central geometrical axes 52, which extend horizontally and
parallel to each other and parallel to the main central axis 16
of the bale forming chamber 15. The bale supporting rollers
50 receive a formed bale directly from the baler 10 with the
central axis of the bale parallel to the axes 52 of the bale
supporting rollers 50. A first drive means provided by a first
drive motor (not shown) is provided for driving one or both of
the bale supporting rollers 50 about their respective geometri-
cal axes 52 for rotating the bale 2 about a horizontal first
wrapping axis 53 which coincides with the central geometric
axis of the bale during wrapping of the bale 2. The first
wrapping axis 53 extends parallel to the main central axis 16
defined by the bale forming chamber 15 and transversely of
the main central longitudinal axis 8 defined by the chassis 5.

A wrapping material dispensing means for dispensing
sheet wrapping material for wrapping the bale 2 on the bale
supporting rollers 50 comprises a pair of wrapping material
dispensers 54 which are carried on a carrier means, namely, a
carrier ring 55. The carrier ring 55 is rotatably carried on a
pair of upstanding supports 57 extending upwardly from the
chassis 5, and extends completely around a bale 2 supported
on the bale supporting rollers 50. The carrier ring 55 defines
a central axis which in turn defines a second wrapping axis 56
about which the carrier ring 55 is rotatable for revolving the
respective wrapping material dispensers 54 along a circular
locus of travel defined by the carrier ring 55, so that the
wrapping material dispensers 54 revolve around the bale 2
and about the second wrapping axis 56 simultancously while
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the bale 2 is being rotated about the first wrapping axis 53 by
the support rollers 50. The second wrapping axis 56 extends
horizontally and parallel to the main central longitudinal axis
8 of the chassis 5, and thus perpendicularly to the first wrap-
ping axis 53 about which the bale 2 is rotated on the bale
supporting rollers 50.

Bearings (not shown) which are carried on the upstanding
supports 57 rollably carry the carrier ring 55. Carrier rollers
(not shown) mounted on side members 60 of the chassis 5
rollably engage the carrier ring 55. A second drive means,
namely, a second drive motor (not shown) drives the carrier
rollers (not shown) for in turn rotating the carrier ring 55 and
in turn the wrapping material dispensers 54 about the second
wrapping axis 56.

The first and second drive motors (not shown) are hydrau-
lically powered motors, and are synchronised so that the
respective rotational speeds of the bale supporting rollers 50
and the carrier ring 55 are synchronised for wrapping the bale.

The wrapping material dispensers 54 are conventional
sheet wrapping material dispensers which support respective
rolls 62 of plastics film sheet material, and are provided with
tensioning rollers 63 for tensioning the film material as it is
being drawn from the corresponding roll 62 for wrapping the
bale.

The axes 52 of first and second bale supporting rollers 50
are contained in a horizontal plane 61 which is at a level
slightly below the horizontal plane 49 containing the first
pivot axis 35 for facilitating transfer of the bale 2 from the
lower segment 19 of the baler onto the bale supporting rollers
50, see FIG. 7. It is envisaged that the horizontal plane 61
containing the axes 52 of the bale supporting rollers 50 may
coincide with the horizontal plane 49 containing the first pivot
axis 35, or indeed, in certain cases may be slightly above the
horizontal plane 49 containing the first pivot axis 35.
Although in this embodiment of the invention it is preferable
that the horizontal plane 61 containing the central axes 52 of
the bale supporting rollers 50 should be below or just below
the horizontal plane 49 containing the first pivot axis 35.

Additionally, the baler 10 and the bale wrapper 11 are
located on the chassis 5 relatively closely to each other so that
the first bale supporting roller 50q is located relatively closely
to the first pivot shaft 32, and in other words, to the bale
forming roller 254 of the baler 10. However, a relatively short
horizontal distance S (see FIG. 7) between the first pivot axis
35 and the central axis 52 of the first bale supporting roller
50a is required in order to accommodate some overhang of
the bale 2 when supported on the bale supporting rollers 50 in
order to avoid the bale supported on the bale supporting
rollers 50 interfering with the baler 10. By keeping the hori-
zontal distance S between the first pivot axis 35 and the
central axis 52 of the first bale supporting roller 50a short,
ease of transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber 15
onto the bale supporting rollers 50 is facilitated, and addition-
ally, the overall length of the baler/bale wrapper 1 is mini-
mised.

Turning now to the support framework 51, the support
framework 51 comprises a pair of L-shaped members 64 on
respective opposite sides of the chassis 5, which are pivotally
connected to the side member 60 of the chassis 5 by respective
pivot shafts 65. The first bale supporting roller 50 is rotatably
carried on the respective L-shaped members 64, while the
second bale supporting roller 50 is rotatably carried on
upstanding supports 66, which extend upwardly from the
L-shaped members 64. Screws 67 rigidly secure the upstand-
ing supports 66 to the L-shaped members 64. A ground
engaging roller 68 is also rotatably carried between the
L-shaped members 64.
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A bale dispensing means provided by a pair of dispensing
rams (not shown) mounted between the side members 60 of
the chassis 5 and the corresponding [.-shaped members 64 are
provided for pivoting the support framework 51 around the
pivot shafts 65 in the direction of the arrow E for dispensing
a wrapped bale from the first and second bale supporting
rollers 50 to the ground. The dispensing rams (not shown)
pivot the support framework 51 in the direction of the arrow E
until the ground engaging roller 68 engages the ground. On
the wrapped bale having been dispensed from the first and
second bale supporting rollers 50, the support framework 51
is returned by the dispensing rams to the position illustrated in
FIG. 1 with the first and second bale supporting rollers 50
ready for receiving the next bale 2 from the bale forming
chamber 15.

In use, the baler/bale wrapper 1 is hitched to a tractor, and
the hydraulic and mechanical power supplies from the tractor
are appropriately connected to the baler/bale wrapper for
powering thereof. Rolls 62 of opaque plastics sheet film mate-
rial are loaded in the wrapping material dispensers 54. The
stationary, lower and upper arcuate segments 18, 19 and 20
are urged into the bale forming position illustrated in FIGS. 3,
4,7 and 8a. As the baler/bale wrapper 1 is drawn forward by
the tractor grass, hay, straw or other fibrous fodder material to
be baled is picked up from the ground by the pick-up rake
mechanism 45 and delivered into the bale forming chamber
15 through the inlet opening 42. As the fodder material is
urged into the bale forming chamber 15, the rotating bale
forming rollers 25 rotate the fodder material about the main
central axis 16 for in turn forming a bale 2. On the bale being
formed, netting from the roll of netting (not shown) mounted
on the upper segment 20 is drawn into the bale forming
chamber and wrapped around the formed bale in the bale
forming chamber 15 for retaining the baled material together
in the bale. This operation will be well known to those skilled
in the art.

The upper arcuate segment 20 is then initially pivoted
generally upwardly in the direction of the arrow B by the
second rams 43, see FIG. 85, for forming with the lower
arcuate segment 19 the open mouth. After pivoting of the
upper segment 20 from the bale forming position has com-
menced to a position substantially similar to that illustrated in
FIG. 8b, the first rams 41 are activated for commencing piv-
oting of the lower segment 19 from the bale forming position
in the direction of the arrow A, see FIG. 8¢. The upper and
lower segments 20 and 19, respectively, are simultaneously
pivoted by the second and first rams 43 and 41, respectively in
the directions of the arrows B and A, respectively until both
the upper segment 20 and the lower segment 19 are in their
respective discharge positions, see FIG. 84.

As the lower segment 19 pivots from the bale forming
position to the discharge position the lower segment 19
sweeps through the bale forming chamber 15 for urging the
formed bale 2 in a generally upwardly rearwardly outwardly
direction from the bale forming chamber 15, and effectively
tips the bale 2 from the bale forming chamber 15 onto the first
bale supporting roller 50, see FIG. 8d. Once the lower seg-
ment 19 is in the discharge position the centre of gravity of the
formed bale 2 is located relative to the first bale supporting
roller 50a for pivoting the bale 2 about the first bale support-
ing roller 50q in the direction of the arrow F, for continuing
the transfer of the formed bale 2 onto the respective first and
second bale supporting rollers 50, see FIG. 84.

On the bale 2 being tipped from the lower segment 19 onto
the first and second bale supporting rollers 50 the first rams 41
are operated for pivoting the lower segment 19 in the direction
of'the arrow C for returning the lower segment 19 to the bale
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forming position. After initial pivoting of the lower segment
19 from the discharge position has commenced, the second
rams 43 are operated for pivoting the upper segment 20 from
the discharge position to the bale forming position. The first
and second rams 41 and 43 are operated so that the lower
segment 19 is returned to the bale forming position just before
the upper segment 20 is returned to the bale forming position.
The pivoting of the upper and lower segments 20 and 19 by
the second and first rams 43 and 41 is synchronised so that as
the lower segment 19 is pivoting in the direction of the arrow
A with a formed bale thereon, the upper segment 20 has been
pivoted through a sufficient angle to provide clearance for the
bale as it is being transferred from the bale forming chamber
15.

Once the formed bale 2 has been tipped by the lower
segment 19 onto the bale supporting rollers 50, the bale sup-
porting rollers commence rotating the bale around the first
wrapping axis, namely, the horizontal geometric axis of the
bale 2. Simultaneously, rotation of the carrier ring 55 about
the second wrapping axis 56 is commenced, and film material
from the wrapping material dispenser 54 is attached to the
bale 2 being rotated on the first and second bale supporting
rollers 50. Mechanisms for attaching the film material from
the wrapping material dispensers 54 to the bale 2 as the
dispensers 54 are revolved around the second wrapping axis
56 will be well known to those skilled in the art. As the carrier
ring 55 rotates about the second wrapping axis 56 film mate-
rial from the wrapping material dispensers 54 is wrapped onto
the bale 2. Simultaneous rotation of the bale 2 about the first
wrapping axis 53 and revolving of the wrapping material
dispensers 54 about the second wrapping axis 56 cause the
film wrapping material to be drawn from the dispensers 54
and wrapped in overlapping layers onto the bale 2.

On the bale 2 being wrapped, a cutting mechanism (not
shown) associated with each of the wrapping material dis-
pensers 54 cuts the film material, thus isolating the wrapped
bale from the wrapping material dispensers 54. Such cutting
mechanisms will be well known to those skilled in the art. The
dispensing rams (not shown) are then operated for pivoting
the carrier framework 51 about the pivot shafts 65 in the
direction of the arrow E for dispensing the wrapped bale from
the first and second bale supporting rollers 50 onto the
ground. The dispensing rams are then operated in reverse for
returning the supporting framework 51 for receiving the next
formed bale from the baler 10.

While each bale is being wrapped on the bale wrapper 11
the next bale is simultaneously being formed in the bale
forming chamber 15, and once the next bale 2 has been
formed, transfer of the formed bale from the bale forming
chamber 15 onto the first and second bale supporting rollers
50 is again carried out as already described, and so operation
of the combined baler/bale wrapper 1 continues.

Referring now to FIGS. 9 to 17 there is illustrated a baler/
bale wrapper according to another embodiment of the inven-
tion which is indicated generally by the reference numeral 70.
Thebaler/bale wrapper 70 is substantially similar to the baler/
bale wrapper 1, and similar components are identified by the
same reference numerals. However, in order to facilitate an
understanding of the principle of the invention, only those
components which are essential to the operating principle of
the invention are clearly illustrated. The remaining compo-
nents are assumed to be present.

In this embodiment of the invention the baler 10 is substan-
tially similar to the baler 10 of the baler/bale wrapper 1,
although in this case the lower segment 19 comprises only
five bale forming rollers 25, and the bale forming rollers 25
extend through the angle ¢ in this embodiment of the inven-
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tion of approximately 75° around the circumferential periph-
ery of the bale forming chamber 15. A pair of mounting
brackets 73 extending upwardly from the chassis 5 on respec-
tive opposite sides of the baler 10 pivotally and rotatably carry
the first pivot shaft 32 about which the lower segment 19 is
pivotal from the bale forming position to the discharge posi-
tion for tipping a formed bale onto the bale wrapper 11.

Firstand second urging means provided by respective pairs
of first and second rams 71 and 72 for urging the respective
lower segment 19 and upper segment 20 between the bale
forming position and their respective discharge positions are
provided. The first rams 71 are located on respective opposite
sides of the baler 10 and extend between respective pivot
anchorages 74 on respective opposite sides of the chassis 5
and respective pivot anchorages 75 on the respective lower
side walls 30 of the lower segment 19. The second rams 72 are
located on respective opposite sides of the baler 10, and are
connected between respective pivot anchorages 76 on the
lower side walls 30 of the lower segment 19 and respective
pivot anchorages 77 on the upper side walls 38 of the upper
segment 20.

An hydraulic control circuit (not shown) which comprises
a plurality of hydraulic valves (also not shown) controls the
operation of the respective first and second rams 71 and 72 so
that when the lower and upper segments 19 and 20 are in the
bale forming position and a bale has been formed in the bale
forming chamber 15, the second rams 72 are initially operated
for pivoting the upper segment 20 about the second pivot axis
40 upwardly relative to the baler 10 for defining with the
lower segment 19 the open mouth for facilitating transfer of'a
formed bale from the baler 10. After the second rams have
pivoted the upper segment 20 through a sufficient angle to
provide clearance for the bale being transferred from the bale
forming chamber 15, the first rams 71 are operated for pivot-
ing the lower segment 19 about the first pivot axis 35
upwardly for tipping the formed bale from the lower segment
19 onto to the bale wrapper 11.

Turning now to the bale wrapper 11, the bale wrapper 11
comprises a support framework 79 extending rearwardly
from the chassis 5. First and second bale supporting rollers 80
and 81, respectively, are supported on the support framework
79 forreceiving a formed bale for wrapping from the baler 10.
The first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81, respec-
tively, are spaced apart from each other on the support frame-
work 79 and extend parallel to each other and parallel to the
main central axis 16 as in the case of the bale wrapper 11 of
the baler/bale wrapper 1. However, in this embodiment of the
invention the first bale supporting roller 80 is carried on a first
roller carrier means, namely, a first carrier framework 83
which is slideably mounted on respective inclined guide
tracks 84 located on the support framework 79 on respective
opposite sides of the chassis 5. The first carrier framework 83
is slideable upwardly and downwardly for urging the first bale
supporting roller 80 between an upper bale wrapping position
as illustrated in FIGS. 9 and 17a and a lower bale receiving
position as illustrated in FIGS. 10 and 174 for facilitating
transfer of a formed bale from the lower segment 19 of the
baler 10 onto the bale wrapper 11.

A connecting means comprising a pair of connecting link-
age 85 on respective opposite sides of the baler 10 connects
the first carrier framework 83 to the lower segment 19, so that
as the lower segment 19 pivots from the bale forming position
to the discharge position, the first carrier framework 83 is
urged downwardly from the bale wrapping position into the
lower bale receiving position for facilitating the transfer of a
formed bale from the lower segment 19 onto the bale wrapper
11.
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Each connecting linkage 85 comprises a pivot member 87
which is pivotally carried in the chassis 5 on a pivot shaft 86.
A connecting rod 89 extending from the corresponding pivot
member 87 connects the corresponding pivot member 87 to
the first carrier framework 83 at corresponding side thereof.
The connecting rods 89 are pivotally connected to the first
carrier framework 83 and to the corresponding pivot members
87. A telescoping connecting rod 90 connects the correspond-
ing pivot members 87 to corresponding lower side wall 30 of
the lower segment 19 for facilitating limited free movement
between the lower segment 19 and the pivot members 87, and
in turn the first carrier framework 83. The telescoping con-
necting rods 90 are connected to the corresponding pivot
members 87 by pivotal connections 91 and to the respective
lower side walls 30 of the lower segment 19 by pivot anchor-
ages 92. During pivotal travel of the lower segment 19 from
the bale forming position to the discharge position the travel
of'the pivotal anchorage 92 is greater than the required travel
of the first carrier framework 83 between the bale wrapping
position and the lower bale receiving position, and thus the
greater travel of the pivot anchorages 92 relative to the pivot
connections 91 is accommodated by the telescoping connect-
ing rods 90.

Additionally, the support framework 79 comprises a sec-
ond roller carrier means, namely, a second carrier framework
94 which carries the second bale supporting roller 81. The
second carrier framework 94 is pivotally connected to the
support framework 79 by pivot pins 95, and is pivotal between
afirst position with the second bale supporting roller 81 in the
bale wrapping position, see FIG. 9, and a second position with
the second bale supporting roller 81 in a lower bale dispens-
ing position, see FIG. 12, for facilitating dispensing of a
wrapped bale from the bale wrapper 11 onto the ground. A
pair of dispensing hydraulic rams (not shown) connected
between the support framework 79 and the second carrier
framework 94 pivot the second carrier framework 94 between
the first and second positions, and in turn the second bale
supporting roller 81 between the bale wrapping position and
the lower bale dispensing position, respectively.

An hydraulic motor (not shown) is located on the first
carrier framework 83 for rotating the first bale supporting
roller 80. An hydraulic motor 82 is mounted on the second
carrier framework 94 for rotating the second bale supporting
roller 81. The first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and
81 are rotated in the directions of the arrows X and Y for
rotating the formed bale 2 about the first wrapping axis 53 in
the direction of the arrow Z.

In this embodiment of the invention the wrapping material
dispensers 54 are illustrated in block representation mounted
on the carrier ring 55. The carrier ring 55 is carried on a pair
of carrier rollers 96, which are in turn rotatably carried on the
support framework 79. Hydraulic motors (not shown)
mounted on the support framework 79 drive the carrier rollers
76 in the directions of the arrows J and K, for in turn rotating
the carrier ring 55 about the second wrapping axis 56 in the
direction of the arrow L, see FIG. 13. A pair of idler guide
rollers 97 carried on the upstanding supports 57 retain the
carrierring 55 inavertical plane. The carrier rollers 96 and the
guide rollers 97 are flanged rollers, see FIG. 15 for engaging
and retaining the carrier ring 55 in a vertical plane.

In this embodiment of the invention the first and second
pivot axes 35 and 40 are not contained in a common plane
with the central pivot axis 16 of the bale forming chamber 15,
see FIG. 16. Rather, the first pivot axis 35 is contained in a
plane 44q with the main central axis 16 while the second pivot
axis 40 is contained in a plane 445 with the main central axis
16. The plane 44a which contains the first pivot axis 35 and
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the main central axis 16 makes an angle y' with the horizontal
axis 46 through the main central axis 16 of approximately
40°. The plane 445 which contains the second pivot axis 40
and the main central axis 16 makes an angle y* of approxi-
mately 13° with the horizontal axis 46. Accordingly, the first
and second pivot axes 35 and 40 are spaced apart an angle
about the main central axis 16 of approximately 207° on the
upward side of the bale forming chamber 15. The bale form-
ing rollers 25 of the stationary segment 18 extend around the
circumferential periphery of the bale forming chamber an
angular distance 6 of approximately 30°.

Accordingly, in this embodiment of the invention the first
pivot axis is located in the circumferential periphery of the
bale forming chamber an angular distance below the horizon-
tal axis 46 an angular distance y' of approximately 40°. The
second pivot axis 40 is located in the circumferential periph-
ery of the bale forming chamber 15 above the horizontal plane
46 an angular distance y* of approximately 13°. In this
embodiment of the invention the first pivot axis 35 is located
above the lower edge 47 of the inlet opening 42 but below the
upper edge 48 of the inlet opening 42. In fact, the first pivot
axis 35 is located at a level below the horizontal axis 46 which
substantially coincides with a midway position between the
lower edge 47 and the upper edge 48 of the inlet opening 42.
However, as can be seen from FIG. 16 the bale forming roller
25a which is rotatable about the first pivot axis 35 is of
diameter such that the upper level of the bale forming roller
25a is above the level of the inlet opening 42 to the bale
forming chamber 15, and thus, the bale is discharged from the
bale forming chamber at a level which is entirely above the
inlet opening 42.

The central axes 52 of the first and second bale supporting
rollers 80 and 81 when in the bale wrapping position are
contained in the horizontal plane 61. However, in this
embodiment of the invention the horizontal plane 61 when the
first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81 are in the
bale wrapping position is at a level above the horizontal plane
49 of the first pivot axis 35. However, when the first bale
supporting roller 80 is in the bale receiving position, the first
bale supporting roller 80 is at a level below the horizontal
plane 49 ofthe first pivot axis 35 for thereby facilitating direct
transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber 15 onto the
first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81.

Otherwise the baler/bale wrapper 70 is substantially simi-
lar to the baler/bale wrapper 1, and its operation is also sub-
stantially similar.

In use, material to be baled, for example, grass, hay, straw
or the like is picked up by the pick-up mechanism 45 and fed
into the bale forming chamber 15 where it is rotated about the
main central axis 16 and formed into a bale. On the bale being
formed netting from the roll of netting (not shown) mounted
on the upper segment 20 is drawn into the bale forming
chamber and wrapped around the formed bale in the bale
forming chamber 15 for retaining the baled material together
in the bale. The first and second hydraulic rams 71 and 72 are
then operated in sequence for initially pivoting the upper
segment 20 from the bale forming position towards the dis-
charge position for defining the open mouth with the lower
segment 19, see FIG. 175. While the upper segment 20 is
pivoting towards the discharge position, pivoting of the lower
segment 19 upwardly from the bale forming position to the
discharge position commences for tipping the bale upwardly
rearwardly directly from the bale forming chamber 15 onto
the bale wrapper 11, see FIG. 17¢.

As the lower segment 19 is being pivoted upwardly by the
second rams 72 the first bale supporting roller 80 is urged
downwardly in the direction of the arrow G from the bale
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wrapping position to the bale receiving position for facilitat-
ing transfer of the bale from the lower segment 19 onto the
bale wrapper 11, see FIGS. 17¢ and 17d. When the lower
segment 19 has pivoted into the bale discharge position, the
first bale supporting roller 80 is in the bale receiving position,
see FIG. 164, thereby facilitating ease of transfer of the bale
from the lower segment 19 onto the first and second bale
supporting rollers 80 and 81.

The first and second rams 71 and 72 are then operated in the
reverse sequence for initially commencing return of the lower
segment 19 to the bale forming position, and while the lower
segment 19 is being returned to the bale forming position,
return of the upper segment 20 to the bale forming position is
commenced. The lower segment 19 and the upper segment 20
are returned to the bale forming position with the lower seg-
ment 19 reaching the bale forming position just before the
upper segment 20 reaches the bale forming position. As the
lower segment 19 is being returned to the bale forming posi-
tion, the first bale supporting roller 80 is raised into the bale
wrapping position, and the bale wrapper 11 is ready to wrap
the bale.

The first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81 are
rotated in the direction of the arrows X and Y for rotating the
bale about the first wrapping axis 53. Simultaneously the
carrier ring 55 is rotated about the second wrapping axis 56 in
the direction of the arrow L by the carrier rollers 96 for in turn
simultaneously revolving the wrapping material dispensers
54 around the bale 2. As the bale 2 is being rotated about the
first wrapping axis 53 and the wrapping material dispensers
54 are being revolved about the second wrapping axis 56, film
material is dispensed onto the formed bale 2 for wrapping
thereof.

When the bale 2 has been wrapped the second carrier
framework 94 is pivoted from the first position to the second
position, for in turn pivoting the second bale supporting roller
81 to the lower bale dispensing position for dispensing the
wrapped bale 2 from the bale wrapper 11 to the ground.

While the bale 2 on the bale wrapper 11 is being wrapped,
the next bale is being formed simultaneously in the bale
forming chamber 15, and so operation of the combined baler/
bale wrapper 70 continues.

In both the baler/bale wrappers 1 and 70 according to the
invention the main central longitudinal axis 8 defined by the
baler/bale wrapper 1 extends substantially horizontally and
longitudinally of the baler/bale wrapper 1. The main central
axis 16 defined by the bale forming chamber 15 extends
transversely of the main central longitudinal axis 8 and also
horizontally. Accordingly, the first and second pivot axes 35
and 40, respectively, also extend transversely of the main
central longitudinal axis 8 and also horizontally. The roller
axes of the respective first and second bale supporting rollers
50 of the bale/bale wrapper 1, and the roller axes of the
respective first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81
of the baler/bale wrapper 70 also extend transversely of the
main central longitudinal axis 8 and horizontally. In fact, the
roller axes of the first and second bale supporting rollers and
the first and second pivot axes 35 and 40 all extend parallel to
the main central axis 16 defined by the bale forming chamber
15. The first wrapping axis 53 of the bale during wrapping in
the bale wrapper 11 also extends horizontally and parallel to
the main central axis 16 defined by the bale forming chamber
15, while the second wrapping axis 56 about which the wrap-
ping material dispensers 54 are revolved extends parallel to
the main central longitudinal axis 8. Additionally the first and
second wrapping axes extend horizontally, and in many cases
may lie in a common horizontal plane. It is this arrangement
of'the baler 10 and the bale wrapper 11 on the chassis 5 which
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provides the combined baler/bale wrappers 1 and 70 accord-
ing to the invention with their many advantages hereinbefore
described over and above combined baler/bale wrappers
known heretofore.

As discussed above, the first bale supporting roller is
located as close as possible to the first pivot axis 35 so that the
distance S between the rotational axis of the first bale sup-
porting roller and the first pivot axis is as small as possible.
However, in order to accommodate an overhang of the bale on
the bale supporting rollers of the bale wrapper between the
first bale supporting roller and the baler, it is desirable that the
rotational axis of the first supporting roller should be spaced
apart from the first pivot axis. In general, it has been found
that by arranging the baler and the bale wrapper relative to
each other on the chassis so that the horizontal distance
between a vertical plane extending through the main central
axis of the bale forming chamber and a vertical plane extend-
ing through the first wrapping axis lies in the range of a
distance corresponding to the diameter of the bale plus 300
mm and a distance corresponding to the diameter of the bale
plus 800 mm a desirable relative location between the baler
and the bale wrapper is achieved.

Referring now to FIGS. 18a and 185, there is illustrated a
portion 100 of a combined baler/bale wrapper according to a
further embodiment of the invention. The baler/bale wrapper
100 is substantially identical to the baler/bale wrapper 70, and
similar components are identified by the same reference
numerals. The only part of the baler/bale wrapper 100 which
is different to that of the baler/bale wrapper 70 is in the portion
which is diagrammatically illustrated in FIGS. 184 and 185.
In this embodiment of the invention an intermediate roller
101 is disposed between the baler 10 and the bale wrapper 11
for supporting each bale 2 as it is being transferred from the
bale forming chamber 15 of the baler 10 onto the first and
second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81 of the bale wrapper
11. The intermediate roller 101 is rotatably carried in a fixed
position on the chassis 5, and extends parallel to the main
central axis 16 defined by the bale forming chamber 15. Thus,
the intermediate roller 101 is parallel to the first pivot axis 35
of the lower segment 19 of the baler 10 and extends also
parallel to the first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and
81 of the bale wrapper 11. The intermediate roller 101 is
located between the first pivot axis 35, and thus the bale
forming roller 25a of the lower segment 19 and the first bale
supporting roller 80, and is located relatively closely to the
respective bale forming roller 25a and the first bale support-
ing roller 80. In this embodiment of the invention the roller
axes 52 of the first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and
81 and the first pivot axis 35 of the lower segment 19 lie in a
common horizontal plane 102 when the first and second bale
supporting rollers 80 and 81 are in the bale wrapping position.
When the first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81
and the first pivot axis 35 lie in the common horizontal plane
102, the intermediate roller 101 is located at a level below the
common horizontal plane 102. However, when the first bale
supporting roller 80 takes up the bale receiving position, the
intermediate roller 101 lies in an inclined common plane 103
with the first pivot axis 35 and the roller axis 52 of the first bale
supporting roller 80 for facilitating ease of transfer of the bale
5 directly from the bale forming chamber 15 onto the first and
second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81 when the first bale
supporting roller 80 is in the bale receiving position.

Otherwise, the baler/bale wrapper 100 is similar to the
baler/bale wrapper 70 described with reference to FIGS. 9 to
17, and its use and operation is also similar. The provision of
the intermediate roller 101 which is located in a fixed position
relative to the baler 1 and the bale wrapper 11 assists in the



US 9,237,691 B2

27

smooth transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber 15
to the bale wrapper 11, and also acts to support the bale as it
is being transferred from the bale forming chamber 15 to the
bale wrapper 11. Although in the embodiment of the inven-
tion described the intermediate roller 101 is an idler roller, the
intermediate roller 101 may be a driven roller for assisting in
the transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber 15 to
the first and second bale supporting rollers 80 and 81.

It is envisaged that other suitable connecting means for
connecting the first bale supporting roller to the lower seg-
ment of the baler besides the connecting linkage described
with reference to FIGS. 9 to 17 may be provided. For
example, in certain cases, it is envisaged that the first bale
supporting roller may be carried on a support rigidly extend-
ing from the lower segment which would extend rearwardly
from the lower segment beyond the first pivot axis, so that as
the lower segment is being pivoted upwardly from the bale
forming position the support member and the first bale sup-
porting roller would pivot downwardly into the bale receiving
position.

While the wrapping material dispensing means has been
described as comprising a carrier ring which carries a pair of
wrapping material dispensers for dispensing the sheet wrap-
ping material, it is envisaged that a single wrapping material
dispenser may be carried on the carrier ring, or indeed three or
more wrapping material dispensers may be carried on the
carrier ring. It is also envisaged that where a pair of wrapping
material dispensers are provided, they need not necessarily be
located at 180° intervals around the carrier ring. They may be
located at other relative positions. It will also be appreciated
that while it is preferable that the carrier ring should be
located in a vertical plane, the carrier ring could be located in
a plane inclined to the vertical, but generally, would be
located in a plane which would extend in a generally
upwardly/downwardly extending direction.

It is also envisaged that the transfer means instead of being
provided by a lower arcuate segment of the baler may be
formed by any lower portion of the baler, for example, it is
envisaged that one or more of the bale forming rollers could
be mounted on a pivotally mounted carrier arm, which would
be pivotally mounted relative to the baler for urging the bale
one or more bale forming rollers inwardly into the bale form-
ing chamber in a generally upwardly direction for urging the
bale upwardly outwardly towards the bale wrapping area onto
the bale wrapper from the bale forming chamber. It is also
envisaged that side portions of, for example, the lower seg-
ment could be operable for clamping the bale therebetween
and for urging the bale upwardly outwardly of the bale form-
ing chamber. It is also envisaged that the transfer means may
be provided by an urging member which would not form part
of the bale forming chamber, and which would be urgeable
into the bale forming chamber for in turn urging the bale
upwardly outwardly of the bale forming chamber. Such a
transfer means could be located externally ofthe bale forming
chamber and would be operable to extend into and traverse
the bale forming chamber for discharging the bale therefrom.

Further, it is envisaged that the transfer means could be
provided by a means for rotating the rollers in the lower
segment, and indeed, possibly in the stationary segment when
the upper segment is pivoted into the discharge position for
urging the bale from the bale forming chamber.

While the baler of the baler/bale wrappers according to the
invention have been described as being fixed chamber balers
whereby the bale forming chamber is formed by bale forming
rollers, it is envisaged that the baler may be of the fixed
chamber type in which the bale forming chamber instead of
being defined by bale forming rollers is defined by a bale
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forming belt or belts, whereby the belt or belts define a bale
forming chamber. Such a baler is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No.
4,176,596 of Welger. Alternatively, the bale forming chamber
may be defined by a plurality of slats carried on one or more
chains or pairs of chains which define a bale forming cham-
ber. The baler may also be of the type disclosed in U.S. Pat.
No. 4,651,512 of Texas Industries, which is considered to be
a fixed chamber baler, although a portion of the periphery of
the bale forming chamber is moveable inwardly into the bale
forming chamber for compressing the material in the bale
forming chamber initially when bale forming commences,
until the bale diameter increases. The baler may also be of the
type disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 4,566,379. However, in all
such cases, the baler would be arranged with a transfer means
for urging the bale in a generally upwardly outwardly direc-
tion from the bale forming chamber, and in particular, in a
direction whereby the bale is urged along a locus of transfer
extending in a general upward direction between a vertical
direction and a horizontal direction for facilitating direct
transfer of the bale from the bale forming chamber into the
bale wrapping area onto the bale wrapper.

It is also envisaged that the baler may be a variable volume
chamber baler whereby the volume of the bale forming cham-
ber is variable from a relatively small volume at commence-
ment of the formation of a bale progressively to a large vol-
ume when formation of the bale has been completed. Such
variable volume balers are commonly referred to as belt bal-
ers.

Itis also envisaged that instead of the carrier ring of the bale
wrapper being rotatable, the carrier ring may be stationary
and would form a track along which the wrapping material
dispenser or dispensers would be moveable around the sec-
ond wrapping axis. In such cases, it is envisaged that the
carrier ring may not be a circular ring, but could be of any
other suitable or desired shape, and in particular could be of a
shape which would minimise the amount of space required
beneath the bale supporting rollers and the ground.

Itis envisaged that while the various motors for driving the
various components of the baler and the bale wrapper have
been described as being hydraulic motors, any other suitable
motors whether electrically powered, pneumatically powered
or otherwise could be provided. It is also envisaged that the
first and second urging means for urging the lower and upper
segments of the baler between the bale forming position and
the discharge position may be provided by any suitable urging
means and where provided by rams could be provided by
pneumatic rams.

The invention claimed is:

1. A combined baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrap-
ping a cylindrical bale of material with wrapping material, the
baler/bale wrapper comprising:

a chassis,

a fixed chamber baler mounted on the chassis for forming

a bale, the baler having a bale forming chamber within
which the bale is formed, the bale forming chamber
being substantially cylindrical and of substantially fixed
size defining a circumferential periphery and a main
central geometrical axis extending substantially hori-
zontally, and

a bale wrapping means mounted on the chassis for receiv-
ing the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein

the baler comprises:

a transfer means for transferring the bale from the baler to
the bale wrapping means, the transfer means comprising
amoveable lower portion of the baler pivotally mounted
about a first pivot axis, the first pivot axis being located
adjacent the circumferential periphery of the bale form-
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ing chamber and being fixed in position relative to the
chassis, the moveable lower portion of the baler being
pivotal about the first pivot axis from a bale forming
position co-operating with the baler for forming the bale
forming chamber, into the bale forming chamber in a
generally upwardly direction for urging the bale in a
generally upwardly outwardly direction from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means, and

a moveable upper portion of the baler pivotally mounted

about a second pivot axis, the second pivot axis being
fixed in position relative to the chassis, located adjacent
the circumferential periphery of the bale forming cham-
ber, and spaced apart circumferentially from the first
pivot axis, the moveable upper portion of the baler being
pivotal about the second pivot axis in a generally
upwardly direction from a bale forming position extend-
ing from the second pivot axis approximately 180° cir-
cumferentially around the periphery of the bale forming
chamber to the moveable lower portion and terminating
adjacent the first pivot axis and co-operating with the
moveable lower portion of the baler when the moveable
lower portion is in the bale forming position to form the
bale forming chamber, to a discharge position defining
with the moveable lower portion an open mouth to the
bale forming chamber for facilitating transfer of the bale
by the transfer means from the bale forming chamber to
the bale wrapping means, the open mouth extending
from the upper moveable portion adjacent the second
pivot axis to the moveable lower portion adjacent the
first pivot axis.

2. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the moveable lower portion of the baler is moveable
through the bale forming chamber from the bale forming
position to a discharge position.

3. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 2 in
which the moveable lower portion of the baler is moveable
through the main central axis of the bale forming chamber
from the bale forming position to the discharge position.

4. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the moveable lower portion of the baler which forms
the transfer means extends around the circumferential periph-
ery of the bale forming chamber from the first pivot axis an
angular distance in the range of 50° to 160° when the move-
able lower portion of the baler is in the bale forming position.

5. A combined baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrap-
ping a cylindrical bale of material with wrapping material, the
baler/bale wrapper comprising:

a chassis,

a fixed chamber baler mounted on the chassis for forming

a bale, the baler having a bale forming chamber within
which the bale is formed, the bale forming chamber
being substantially cylindrical and of substantially fixed
size defining a circumferential periphery and a main
central geometrical axis, and

a bale wrapping means mounted on the chassis for receiv-

ing the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein
the baler comprises:

a transfer means for transferring the bale from the baler to

the bale wrapping means, the transfer means comprising
a moveable lower portion of the baler, the moveable
lower portion of the baler being pivotally mounted about
a first pivot axis adjacent the circumferential periphery
of the bale forming chamber and fixed in position rela-
tive to the chassis, and in a bale forming position the
moveable lower portion of the baler extends circumfer-
entially from the first pivot axis to define a lower seg-
ment of the circumferential periphery of the bale form-
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ing chamber and to co-operate with the baler to form the
bale forming chamber, the moveable lower portion of
the baler being pivotal about the first pivot axis from the
bale forming position into the bale forming chamber in a
generally upwardly direction for urging the bale in a
generally upwardly outwardly direction from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means, and

a moveable upper portion of the baler pivotally mounted

about a second pivot axis, the second pivot axis being
fixed in position relative to the chassis and being located
adjacent the circumferential periphery of the bale form-
ing chamber spaced apart circumferentially from the
first pivot axis, and in a bale forming position the move-
able upper portion of the baler extends approximately
180° circumferentially from the second pivot axis to the
moveable lower portion and terminates adjacent the first
pivot axis to define an upper segment of the circumfer-
ential periphery of the bale forming chamber and to
co-operate with the baler to form the bale forming cham-
ber, the moveable upper portion of the baler being piv-
otal about the second pivot axis in a generally upwardly
direction from the bale forming position to a discharge
position defining with the moveable lower portion an
open mouth to the bale forming chamber for facilitating
transfer of the bale by the moveable lower portion from
the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping means.

6. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 2 in
which the moveable upper and lower portions of the baler are
sequentially operable between the bale forming position and
the discharge position, whereby movement of the moveable
upper portion from the bale forming position to the discharge
position commences prior to movement of the moveable
lower portion from the bale forming position to the discharge
position, and movement of the moveable lower portion of the
baler from the discharge position to the bale forming position
commences prior to movement of the moveable upper portion
of the baler from the discharge position to the bale forming
position.

7. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the upper portion of the baler comprises an upper
arcuate segment which defines a part of the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber.

8. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the baler comprises a bale forming means for forming
the material into a bale.

9. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 8 in
which the bale forming means comprises a plurality of bale
forming rollers rotatably carried in the baler and arranged
around the main central axis to define the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber.

10. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the transfer means traverses through the bale forming
chamber for urging the bale from the bale forming chamber to
the bale wrapping means.

11. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the baler/bale wrapper comprises a chassis, and the
baler and the bale wrapping means are mounted on the chas-
sis.

12. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 11
in which the chassis defines a main central longitudinal axis
extending longitudinally along the chassis in the general
direction of forward motion of the chassis, the main central
axis defined by the bale forming chamber extending trans-
versely of the main central longitudinal axis.

13. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the bale wrapping means is a two axes bale wrapping
means comprising a wrapping material dispensing means for
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dispensing wrapping material onto the bale for wrapping
thereof, whereby the bale is rotated about a first wrapping axis
substantially coinciding with a longitudinally extending geo-
metrical axis of the bale, and one of the bale and the dispens-
ing means is rotated about a second wrapping axis at an angle
to the first wrapping axis for dispensing wrapping material
onto the bale for wrapping thereof, the first wrapping axis
extending substantially parallel to the main central axis
defined by the bale forming chamber.

14. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the moveable lower portion of the baler which forms
the transfer means extends around the circumferential periph-
ery of the bale forming chamber from the first pivot axis an
angular distance in the range of 60° to 115° when the move-
able lower portion of the baler is in the bale forming position.

15. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which the moveable lower portion of the baler which forms
the transfer means comprises a lower arcuate segment which
defines a part of the circumferential periphery of the bale
forming chamber when the moveable lower portion of the
baler is in the bale forming position.

16. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 1 in
which a stationary arcuate segment defining a part of the bale
forming chamber extends along the circumferential periphery
of the bale forming chamber between the upper moveable
portion and the lower moveable portion of the bale forming
chamber.

17. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 16
in which the stationary arcuate segment extends along the
circumferential periphery of the bale forming chamber from
the second pivot axis.

18. A combined baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrap-
ping a cylindrical bale of material with wrapping material, the
baler/bale wrapper comprising:

a chassis,

a fixed chamber baler mounted on the chassis for forming

a bale, the baler having a bale forming chamber within
which the bale is formed, the bale forming chamber
being substantially cylindrical and of substantially fixed
size defining a circumferential periphery and a main
central geometrical axis, and

a bale wrapping means mounted on the chassis for receiv-

ing the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein
the baler comprises:

a transfer means for transferring the bale from the baler to

the bale wrapping means, the transfer means comprising
a moveable lower arcuate segment of the baler, the
moveable lower arcuate segment of the baler being piv-
otally mounted about a first pivot axis adjacent the cir-
cumferential periphery of the bale forming chamber and
fixed in position relative to the chassis, and in a bale
forming position the moveable lower arcuate segment
extends circumferentially from the first pivot axis to
define a lower segment of the circumferential periphery
of the bale forming chamber and to co-operate with the
baler to form the bale forming chamber, the moveable
lower arcuate segment of the baler being pivotal about
the first pivot axis from the bale forming position into the
bale forming chamber in a generally upwardly direction
for urging the bale in a generally upwardly outwardly
direction from the bale forming chamber to the bale
wrapping means, and

a moveable upper arcuate segment of the baler pivotally

mounted about a second pivot axis, the second pivot axis
being fixed in position relative to the chassis and being
located adjacent the circumferential periphery of the
bale forming chamber spaced apart circumferentially
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from the first pivot axis, and in a bale forming position
the moveable upper arcuate segment of the baler extends
approximately 180° circumferentially from the second
pivot axis to the moveable lower arcuate segment and
terminates adjacent the first pivot axis to define an upper
segment of the circumferential periphery of the bale
forming chamber and to co-operate with the baler to
form the bale forming chamber, the moveable upper
arcuate segment of the baler being pivotal about the
second pivot axis in a generally upwardly direction from
the bale forming position to a discharge position defin-
ing with the moveable lower arcuate segment an open
mouth to the bale forming chamber for facilitating trans-
fer of the bale by the moveable lower arcuate segment
from the bale forming chamber to the bale wrapping
means.

19. A combined baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrap-
ping a cylindrical bale of material with wrapping material, the
baler/bale wrapper comprising:

a chassis,

a fixed chamber baler mounted on the chassis for forming
a bale, the baler having a bale forming chamber within
which the bale is formed, the bale forming chamber
being substantially cylindrical and of substantially fixed
size defining a circumferential periphery and a main
central geometrical axis, and

a bale wrapping means mounted on the chassis for receiv-
ing the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein

the baler comprises:

a moveable lower segment,

a moveable upper segment, and

a stationary segment fixed in position relative to the chassis
and located between the moveable lower segment and
the moveable upper segment, the moveable lower seg-
ment and the moveable upper segment, when in respec-
tive bale forming positions, forming with the stationary
segment the circumferential periphery of the bale form-
ing chamber,

the moveable lower segment being pivotal about a first
pivot axis, the first pivot axis being fixed in position
relative to the chassis and located adjacent the circum-
ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber, and in
the bale forming position the moveable lower segment
extends from the first pivot axis towards the stationary
segment to define a lower segment of the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber,

the moveable upper segment being pivotal about a second
pivot axis, the second pivot axis being located adjacent
the stationary segment and adjacent the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber spaced apart
circumferentially from the first pivot axis, and being
fixed in position relative to the chassis, and in the bale
forming position the moveable upper segment extends
approximately 180° circumferentially from the second
pivotaxis to the moveable lower segment and terminates
adjacent the first pivot axis to define an upper segment of
the circumferential periphery of the bale forming cham-
ber, and wherein

the moveable lower segment forms a transfer means and is
pivotal about the first pivot axis from the bale forming
position into the bale forming chamber in a generally
upwardly direction for urging the bale in a generally
upwardly outwardly direction from the bale forming
chamber to the bale wrapping means, and

the moveable upper segment is pivotal about the second
pivot axis in a generally upwardly direction from the
bale forming position to a discharge position defining
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with the moveable lower segment an open mouth to the
bale forming chamber for accommodating transfer of
the bale by the moveable lower segment from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means.

20. A combined baler/bale wrapper as claimed in claim 19
in which the moveable lower segment comprises a moveable
lower arcuate segment, and the moveable upper segment
comprises a moveable upper arcuate segment.

21. A combined baler/bale wrapper for forming and wrap-
ping a cylindrical bale of material with wrapping material, the
baler/bale wrapper comprising:

a chassis,

a baler mounted on the chassis for forming a bale, the baler
having a bale forming chamber within which the bale is
formed, the bale forming chamber being substantially
cylindrical defining a circumferential periphery and a
main central geometrical axis, and

a bale wrapping means mounted on the chassis for receiv-
ing the bale from the baler for wrapping thereof, wherein

the baler comprises:

a moveable lower segment,

a moveable upper segment, and

astationary segment fixed in position relative to the chassis
and located between the moveable lower segment and
the moveable upper segment, the moveable lower seg-
ment and the moveable upper segment when in respec-
tive bale forming positions forming with the stationary
segment the circumferential periphery of the bale form-
ing chamber,

the moveable lower segment being pivotal about a first
pivot axis, the first pivot axis being fixed in position
relative to the chassis and located adjacent the circum-
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ferential periphery of the bale forming chamber, and in
the bale forming position the moveable lower segment
extends from the first pivot axis towards the stationary
segment to define a lower segment of the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber,

the moveable upper segment being pivotal about a second

pivot axis, the second pivot axis being located adjacent
the stationary segment and adjacent the circumferential
periphery of the bale forming chamber spaced apart
circumferentially from the first pivot axis, and being
fixed in position relative to the chassis, and in the bale
forming position the moveable upper segment extends
approximately 180° circumferentially from the second
pivotaxis to the moveable lower segment and terminates
adjacent the first pivot axis to define an upper segment of
the circumferential periphery of the bale forming cham-
ber, and wherein

the moveable lower segment forms a transfer means and is

pivotal about the first pivot axis from the bale forming
position into the bale forming chamber in a generally
upwardly direction for urging the bale in a generally
upwardly outwardly direction from the bale forming
chamber to the bale wrapping means, and

the moveable upper segment is pivotal about the second

pivot axis in a generally upwardly direction from the
bale forming position to a discharge position defining
with the moveable lower segment an open mouth to the
bale forming chamber for accommodating transfer of
the bale by the moveable lower segment from the bale
forming chamber to the bale wrapping means.
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